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Minnesota Immigration Teach-In

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights B.I.A.S. (Building 
Immigrant Support and Awareness) Project is pleased to involve 
your class in a day to learn about immigration to Minnesota.

April 24th -April 28th 2006
© Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights 2006

 

Why is it Important to be 
Informed about Immigration?

To approach a front-page issue 
sensitively and with accuracy
To create a more inclusive classroom
To establish dialogue and 
connections between diverse groups
To effectively advocate for 
immigrants and refugees in the 
community
To encourage positive understanding 
about immigrants
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There are 3 ways to be a citizen:
1. By being BORN in 

the U.S.

2. By being born to a 
U.S. citizen parent 
or having your 
parent become a 
citizen (before you 
turn 18)

3. Naturalization 
(more about this 
process later)

  

Immigrants

Immigrants settle in a 
country intending to stay 
there permanently and 
become citizens.

Some categories of 
immigrants are:
Lawful Permanent 
Residents (Green Card
Holders)
Refugees/Asylees
Undocumented Immigrants
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What is the difference between a 
refugee and an asylee?

A refugee receives 
permission to come to 
the U.S. from outside 
of the country.
Refugees are resettled 
with the help of a 
refugee resettlement 
agency.

An asylee is already in 
the U.S. and once here 
applies for protection.

Asylees have to prove 
that they have reason 
to fear persecution in 
their home country.  

Can anyone who wants to become a 
citizen become one?

No, first somebody has to have a green 
card.

Then how do you get a green card?

Only a few ways, and not everybody is 
eligible for one. 

Here are the main ways:
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How to Obtain a Green Card

Family Ties

Employment

Fleeing Persecution

Diversity Visa Lottery

  

Legal Permanent Residents May 
Become U.S. Citizens

Eligible immigrants 
may choose to go 
through the process of

to become a U.S. 
citizen.

naturalization 
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To become a Naturalized Citizen 
You Must:

Have a green card (5 
years).
Be physically present in  
the U.S. for 2.5 years.
Pay an application fee of 
nearly $400.
Pass the citizenship test. 
Pass the interview in 
English.
Swear to the judge you will 
follow the laws of the U.S.
Be of good moral character.


