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FACT I: IMMIGRATION CAUSES THE U.S. ECONOMY TO GROW.

An estimated 22.5 million immigrants are currently working in the U.S.—accounting for 15% of the total civilian
labor force.! Approximately 80.5% of immigrants are of working age (between 18-64), while 60% of the native-born
population falls within that group.? Immigrants are just as likely to be self-employed and start new businesses as the
native-born.® They generate employment and bring new innovations and creative diversity to our communities. As of
2007, the percentage of immigrants working in the various categories of occupations was as follows: 27.2% in
management, professional, and related occupations; 23.1% in service occupations; 18.0% in sales and office
occupations; 16.4% in production, transportation, and material moving occupations; 13.4% in construction,
extraction, maintenance, and repair occupations; and 2.0% in farming, fishing, and forestry occupations.*
Immigrants help to keep the U.S. internationally competitive and give U.S. businesses a more global perspective—
an outlook that is becoming increasingly necessary in this era of globalization.

FACT 2: WHILE ALL IMMIGRANTS ARE REQUIRED TO PAY TAXES — INCLUDING SALES, INCOME, AND PROPERTY TAXES —
UNDOCUMENTED IMMIGRANTS ARE BARRED FROM RECEIVING MOST TYPES OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

Undocumented persons are not eligible for any federal or state public benefits, with the exception of emergency
medical assistance. Certain emergency disaster relief, immunizations and testing/treatment of communicable
diseases, and certain in-kind community services (such as soup kitchens and short-term shelters).® Thus , for
example, unauthorized women are barred from receiving prenatal care under Medicaid, even though her children
will be U.S. citizens.®

Undocumented persons often do not seek the benefits for which they are eligible. For example, although
undocumented persons are eligible for short-term emergency disaster relief, many are afraid to seek assistance
because they are still subject to deportation.’” In addition, the implementation of new citizenship documentation
rules to prove Medicaid eligibility have even led to inadvertent denials of coverage for persons who appeared to be
U.S. Citizens.®

Although undocumented persons are not eligible for most types of public assistance, they must pay federal taxes
because the Internal Revenue Service treats both unauthorized and authorized persons the same for purpose of
taxation.® Undocumented persons must also pay sales tax and property taxes, just like authorized immigrants.
Furthermore, immigrants are large contributors to—rather than recipients of—Social Security, and will play an
integral role in financing Social Security as the U.S. population ages. A study in 2005 found that undocumented
immigrants pay $6-7 billion in Social Security taxes alone that they will never be able to claim.*

FACT 3: NEW IMMIGRANTS OFTEN TRANSFORM AND REVITALIZE COMMUNITIES.

The U.S. Census Bureau reports that “the foreign-born population is more concentrated than the native population
in metropolitan areas and in their central cities.”!! However, areas that receive new immigrants are most often
transformed and revitalized by these newcomers. Dominican immigrants revitalized Washington Heights in
Manhattan’s Upper West Side. In Minneapolis, an array of new arrivals revitalized Nicollet Avenue (“Eat Street”)
and Lake Street, in South Minneapolis. In addition, non-profit and other groups, including the Latino Economic
Development Center and the African Development Center, worked together to revitalize the former Sears building
near downtown Minneapolis by developing the Midtown Global Market, which offers multi-ethnic shops and
restaurants. In Philadelphia, a study indicates that foreign-born entrepreneurs have revitalized the city by starting
businesses that offer needed goods and services that were formerly neglected and under-served.? These examples
are repeated hundreds of times across the country. According to the Alexis de Tocqueville Institute, a study carried
out over an 18-year period in Washington D.C. revealed that there is a positive correlation between the number of




immigrants in a neighborhood and increasing property values. As one real-estate agent put it, with immigration
“there goes the neighborhood—up."*

FACT 4: THE PERCENT OF IMMIGRANTS IN THE U.S. IS NOT AT AN ALL TIME HIGH.

Although the actual number of immigrants currently living in the U.S. continues to grow, when considered as a
percentage of the population, the levels are not as high as they have been in the past. Currently, about 12.6% of the
U.S. population is foreign-born.* However, between 1860 and 1920, the percentage of the population that was
foreign-born ranged from 13% to almost 15%, with the highest percentage in 1890 at 14.8%.°

As of 2007, almost 60% of the immigrant population in the United States originated from the following ten countries:
Mexico (30.8%), the Philippines (4.5%), India (3.9%), China (3.6%), El Salvador (2.9%), Vietnam (2.9%), Korea
(2.7%), Cuba (2.6%), Canada (2.2%), and the Dominican Republic (2.0%). Approximately 47.5% of all immigrants
identify themselves as being of Hispanic or Latino descent.!” Currently, about two-thirds of all immigrants live in six
states: California, New York, Texas, Florida, lllinois, and New Jersey. '8

European immigrants, who historically comprised a large portion of immigration to the U.S, were 11% of newcomers
in 2007. ¥ When the number of persons obtaining legal permanent resident status in 2007 is broken down by
region of origin, 36% of immigrants were from Asia, 32% were from North America (including Central America),
11% were from Europe, 10% were from South America, 9% were from Africa, 1% were from Oceania, and 1% were
of unknown origin.?® The top ten countries origin for persons obtaining legal permanent resident status in the U.S.
during 2007 were: Mexico (148,640), China (76,655), the Philippines (72,596), India (65,353), Colombia (33,187),
Haiti (30,405), Cuba (29,104), Vietnam (28,691), the Dominican Republic (28,024), and Korea (22,405).%!

FACT 5: ACCORDING TO THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, ONLY 4% OF THE U.S. POPULATION
CONSISTS OF UNAUTHORIZED IMMIGRANTS.

As of January 2007, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security estimated that there were approximately 11.8
million unauthorized immigrants living in the United States — approximately 4% of the total U.S. population.?* The
term “unauthorized immigrants” includes those persons who enter the United States without inspection, those who
were admitted temporarily and stayed after their visas expired, and those who are seeking, but have not yet
received, lawful permanent residence, asylum, or Temporary Protected Status.?® Experts estimate that between 25-
40% of all undocumented immigrants come legally to this country and become illegal by remaining here after their
visas have expired.?* From 2005 to 2008, the number of undocumented immigrants entering the United States fell
below the number of immigrants who arrived as legal permanent residents, reversing the trend that began a decade
ago of more undocumented than documented immigrants entering the United States annually.®

FACT 6: MOST IMMIGRANTS ARE LEGALLY ADMITTED TO THE U.S., AND COME TO BE REUNITED WITH IMMEDIATE FAMILY
MEMBERS.

According to U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 1,052,415 immigrants obtained legal permanent resident
status in the U.S in FY2007,% compared with approximately 500,000 people who entered the U.S. without
identification or overstayed visas.?” The number of legally admitted immigrants includes both people who were
adjusting their status and new arrivals.?®

U.S. immigration policy allows immigration for three main reasons: 1) family, 2) work, and 3) freedom—in that
order. Of the immigrants coming legally to the U.S. in 2007, 66% were family sponsored or came to be reunited
with immediate family members (parents, children, siblings, or spouses), 15% were sponsored by U.S. employers,
and an additional 13% came as refugees or asylees, fleeing persecution and looking for safety and freedom in the
United States.?

Undocumented people come for a variety of reasons. We often talk about these reasons in terms of “push” and
“pull” factors. “Push” factors are the reasons within a person’s home country that cause them to leave—examples




include poverty, lack of job opportunities, natural disasters, and political instability. “Pull” factors are reasons that
draw a person to a country—examples include increased freedom, job opportunities, and joining family members.
Like generations of immigrants before them, all of these immigrants come to this country looking for a better life,
and their energy and ideas enrich all of our communities.
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