
                               
TEACHING RESOURCE:   
MINNESOTA IMMIGRANT QUOTIENT  (I.Q.) TEST

  

Circle the correct response. 

1.  Minnesota was settled by native people, 
immigrants and their descendents.  What were the 
two largest tribes living in Minnesota in the early to 
mid-19th century when the first French and French 
Canadian traders arrived?   

A.   Cherokee and Algonquian 
B. Ojibwe and Dakota  
C. Menomenee and Oneida  

2.  The largest wave of immigration to Minnesota 
__________.  

A.   Peaked around 1900 
B. Peaked in the 1980's 
C. Is occurring at the present moment  

3.  By 1896 official instructions for Minnesota 
elections were being printed in _________.  

A.   English only 
B.   English, Norwegian and Swedish 
C.   English, German and Czech 
D.   9 languages  

4.  The foreign born population in Minnesota 
represents what percentage of the total population?  

A.    6.1% 
B. 15.5% 
C. 26%  

5. Minnesota is the state with the largest __________ 
population in the United States.  

A.  Hmong 
B.  Somali 
C.  Tibetan   

6.  Out of all immigrants to Minnesota, what percentage 
are refugees (people who cannot return to their country for 
fear of persecution because of their race, religion, 
nationality, membership in a particular social group, or 
political opinion)?  

A.   5-10% 
B. 10-25% 
C. 25-50%  

7. Of all of the refugees resettled in the United States 
between 1999-2003, what percentage was resettled in 
Minnesota?  

               A.   2% 
B.    8% 
C.    25%  

8.  During the last two decades refugees have come to 
Minnesota in large numbers from the former Soviet Union, 
Bosnia, Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Liberia, 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.  Select the three ethnicities 
with the highest populations in Minnesota.  

A. Hmong / Somali / Former Soviet Republics 
B.  Somali / Lao / Cambodia 
C. Hmong / Former Soviet Republics /   
       Ethiopian 
D. Hmong / Vietnamese / Somali  

9.  True or False?  Most of the Hispanics in Minnesota are 
from Mexico?    

A.    True 
B.     False  

10.  How many different languages and dialects are spoken 
in the homes of Minnesota's K-12 students?   

A.   55 
B.   73 
C.   103 

 



                                   
Minnesota I.Q. Immigrant Quotient Answers 

1. B -  Diverse Native American tribes settled in the region now known as Minnesota as early as 6000 B.C.  The Ojibway 
and Dakota both had well-established societies in the early to mid-19th century.1  Today in Minnesota there are seven 
Anishinabe (Chippewa, Ojibwe) reservations and four Dakota (Sioux) communities.2 

2. A - At the turn of the 20th century Minnesota became a significant immigration state, peaking in 1900.  At that time 
28.9% of Minnesota's population was foreign born compared to 15% nationwide.3  More than 60% of the immigrants 
came from Sweden, Norway and Germany.4 

3. D -  The 9 languages in which election instructions were issued in Minnesota in 1890 were:  English, German, 
Norwegian, Swedish, Finnish, French, Czech, Italian and Polish.5  Today they are available in English, Hmong, Spanish, 
Somali, Russian and Vietnamese.6 

4. A - 6.1% of Minnesota's residents in 2004 were foreign born, meaning they were naturalized citizens, legal permanent 
residents, refugees, asylees, foreign students or undocumented workers.7 

5. B - Not only is Minnesota the home to the largest Somali population in the U.S. but to the largest Oromo population as 
well.8  The Oromo are members of an ethnic group from Ethiopia.  In addition, Minnesota has the second largest 
population of Tibetans in the nation.9  Minnesota is second only to California in its Hmong population,10 though St. Paul 
is the city with the most Hmong residents.11 

6. C - In a given year, 25-50% of Minnesota's immigrants are refugees while nationally 8% of all immigrants admitted 
legally are refugees.12 

7. A - 13,500 refugees from about 30 countries were resettled in Minnesota from 1999-2003.  This is just over 2% of all 
the refugees admitted nationally.  Though the number each year may fluctuate, the percentage resettling in Minnesota is 
expected to be stable.13 

8. D - The estimated Hmong population is 60,000 and both the Vietnamese and Somali populations are estimated at 
25,000.  In addition there are approximately 13,000 Laotians, 12,500 refugees from former Soviet Republics, 7,500 
Ethiopians, and 7,500 Cambodians.14 

9. B - 60% of the Hispanic population was born in the United States.15 The majority of the foreign born Latinos are from 
Mexico.  In the 2000 census, there were 41,592 Mexican born Minnesotans.  The other leading Latin American 
countries of birth for Minnesotans were El Salvador with 2,769 and Ecuador with 2,621. 16 

10. C - At least 103 languages and dialects are spoken by Minnesota students and their families.  In St. Paul Public Schools, 
41% of students come from a home where a language other than English is spoken. 17          
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